Case Study : ThinkGeek - DoubleClick

SPROUT AND DOUBLECLICK SIMPLIFY AD BUILDING AND
AD SERVING SAVING TIME AND MONEY

Creating rich, engaging Flash ads quickly and cost-effectively is at the top of the priority
list for most ad operations teams. But client revision rounds can slow time to market when
each change requires more coding, and bringing interactive features into ad units—RSS
feeds, polls, or the ability to share ad content on Facebook or Tweet about it on Twitter—
can be complicated. In late 2009, Sprout began efforts to integrate their Engage Ad
Platform, a web-based visual authoring studio that eliminates the need for Flash coding,
with DoubleClick Studio. The goal was to enable advertisers, publishers, and agencies

to quickly create Flash ads that could be served and tracked through DoubleClick Studio
and DART.

GEEKNET AGREES TO BETA TEST
SPROUT’S ENGAGE AD PLATFORM

An existing DoubleClick customer, Geeknet, understood
the challenge of rapid rich ad creation and agreed

to beta test Sprout’s solution. Matt Wessel, as Flash
Developer and Ad Product Technology Specialist for
Geeknet, creates ads for the site, which sells products
geared toward technology and gadget lovers.

SPROUT’S PLATFORM EASES PAIN
POINT OF FLASH AD CREATION
FOR GEEKNET

“The Sprout social advertising platform was really s

Matt Wessel, Flash Developer and
Ad Product Technology Specialist
for Geeknet
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easy to work with. As a designer | loved the amount of
creative control | had over the ad. I wasn't forced into a
template or hindered in any way,” said Matt. Matt’s first S S T
ad included an RSS feed that brought dynamic news i
content right into the ad. "l was really pleased with
how easy it was to bring an RSS feed into the ad,” said
Matt. “All I did was drag and drop the component onto
the canvas and link it to the correct URL. Working with

RSS in Flash is hard but with Sprout it was really simple.

ThinkGeek RSS Engage Ad unit

In fact, it only took me about 15 minutes
to build the ad,” Matt added.

Once the ad was created, Matt was
able to share a fully functional demo—
rather than a static mockup—with the
customer for approval. “One benefit

of working with Sprout is that | have a
functional mock-up to show customers.

If the customer wants something

tweaked | can do it right in the Sprout * i = - -+
in real time.” Upon receiving approval, = e

Matt used Sprout to auto-generate a
DoubleClick Studio-compliant zip file

ThinkGeek RSS unit in Sprout Engage Buiilder

containing a SWF and backup image. He uploaded this zip file to DoubleClick Studio and
QA'd it as normal.

SPROUT AD SERVED SEAMLESSLY VIA DOUBLECLICK WITH
ABOVE AVERAGE PERFORMANCE

The ad ran in mid-December and boasted an above-average click-through rate of 1%.
Geeknet is currently creating a second ad unit using Sprout’s Engage Ad Platform; this time
they'll pull blog posts right into the unit to bring rich, meaningful content to their audience.
They plan to keep working with Sprout and DoubleClick as these two companies continue
to revolutionize display advertising.

Sprout Engage Platform Benefits:

» Quickly create rich, dynamic Flash ads with a web-based drag-and-drop visual
authoring studio. No Flash experience necessary.

» Create fully functional mockups to speed client reviews and ad deployment.

»Drag and drop interactive features like Twitter and RSS feeds, polls and video
components into your ad units in minutes.

» Easily upload and track ads through DoubleClick Studio.

ABOUT SPROUT: Sprout gives brands a better way to connect with consumers through next generation display ads and engagement applications. Our Engage Platform empowers advertisers A
and publishers to rapidly deploy rich, interactive, and social brand experiences that encourage consumer engagement. Fully integrated with the leading ad servers and social networks, Sprout
campaigns can run anywhere your consumers spend time online. Sprout customers include Disney, Warner Bros., HBO, Federated Media, Intel, Technorati, Toyota, and MTV. Funded by Polaris Venture

Partners, Sprout is based in Honolulu, HI and San Francisco, CA. To learn more, visit sproutinc.com.



